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Newsletter of Parents, Families, & Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Fort Worth Chapter, P.O. Box 8279, Fort Worth, TX 76124. Published monthly except January.

MISSION:
Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians and Gays promotes the health and well-being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender persons, their families and friends through support, to cope with an adverse society; education, to enlighten an illinformed public; and advocacy, to end discrimination and secure equal civil rights. PFLAG provides opportunity for dialogue about
sexual orientation, and acts to create a society that is healthy and respectful of human diversity.

2018 PRIDE:
"REMEMBER THE PAST, CREATE THE FUTURE"

October meeting—October 4
Tony Coronado of Tarrant County Pride Week Association will be our speaker. He’ll tell us about the Pride Parade,
Water Garden Festival, and Pride Picnic, Treasure Hunt and
Pet Fest, along with other Pride Week events.
PFLAG Fort Worth shirts available—$15.00.

Samaritan House Supper Club
Supper Club is a great opportunity to volunteer for a project
that really makes a difference. Our dedicated group of volunteers cooks and brings food on the fourth Monday of the
month, serving dinner from 5:30-6:30. The residents look
forward to our meals, and we enjoy both preparing and sharing the meals with them. Please contact Lisa Daly at 817300-5476 if you’d like to join us or contribute food.

Dates to Remember
10/4
10/6
10/7
10/11
10/14
10/16
10/22

PFLAG Fort Worth Monthly Meeting
Fort Worth Pride Parade
Fort Worth Pride Picnic
PFLAG Dallas Monthly Meeting
PFLAG Denton Monthly Meeting
Food & Fun Confab
Supper Club for Samaritan House

6:45 pm
11:00 am
12:00 am
7:00 pm
3:00 pm
6;30 pm
5:15 pm

PFLAG FORT WORTH INFORMATION
Meetings: First Thursday of each month at 6:45 p.m.
First Jefferson Unitarian Universalist Church
1959 Sandy Lane, Fort Worth, TX 76112-5412
Website: http://pflagfortworth.org
National Website: http://www.pflag.org
Newsletter: Sharon Salih, Editor
Change of address & news to share: 817-496-1587
PFLAG/FW is not directly affiliated with any religious group.

Saturday, October 6th
Parade, 11:00 am
Commerce St., Downtown - Fort Worth
PFLAG Fort Worth is #38 in the Pride Parade lineup. Our group will be on West 2nd street by Burnett
Street before the parade starts. If you’d like to join us,
walkers should be in place with their group by 10:30 am.
Water Garden Festival 11:00 am – 6:00 pm
Fort Worth Water Gardens, 1502 Commerce St.
$5.00 Entrance Fee
Sunday, October 7th
Pride Picnic and Treasure Hunt & Pet Fest
12:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Trinity Park Arts Pavilion,
Free, Fun and Family Friendly
https://www.tcgpwa.org/pride-week.html

PFLAG Fort Worth and PFLAG Dallas walking together
in the
2018 Dallas Pride Parade
on
September 26 - 2:00 pm
Voted Best Walking Group!

QCINEMA—Fort Worth's
20th Annual International LGBT Film Festival
October 4 - 7
For information and tickets:
https://www.qcinema.org/
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PFLAG SOUTHERN REGION CONFERENCE
Afterword
The conference that took place
Saturday, September 29, 2018 at Celebration Church in Fort Worth was a wonderful
gathering of PFLAG representatives of
chapters in Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas. The workshops were informative and the networking opportunities
abounded.
Our thanks go out to Kay Holladay, our PFLAG Regional
Director, PFLAG Dallas Board members and our own Fort
Worth PFLAG Board members for all the time and energy they
put into making this conference a worthwhile and memorable
experience.

then they wouldn’t renew my contract the following year,” Fitzgerald said on the Ellen Show.
Leaders at the school said staff must convey the
teachings of the Catholic Church and those expectations are
clearly defined in employee contracts.
But, McCormick said schools that accept public money
should not be able to push staff or students out.
“If our goal as a state is to develop a well-educated
workforce and we want businesses to come here because we
are inclusive and accepting, I think part of that goes to our actions,” McCormick said.
Records show 350 Hoosier students attended Roncalli
High School last year through vouchers. The vouchers translate
to about $1.5 million in tax dollars.
“I think the notion that you can’t send a child that takes
taxpayers’ money to a school because they identify LGBT,
that’s a little bit antiquated and it should not be accepted in this
state,” McCormick said.
Meantime, the chair of the education committee said
he believes it’s a matter of empowering families.

State superintendent calls for changes
to policies at schools that accept vouchers
By Gabby Gonzalez, October 2, 2018
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. – Just weeks after an Indianapolis Catholic school put a counselor on paid leave due to her same-sex
marriage, the state superintendent said schools that receive
taxpayer money should be inclusive of all students and staff no
matter their sexual orientation.
“When we still have schools that receive taxpayer
dollars that can exclude students, that’s a problem,” said Jennifer McCormick, Indiana’s Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Instruction.
The stance was shared during McCormick’s press
conference about the Indiana Department of Education’s legislative priorities. McCormick said students and staff should not
have to deal with exclusionary policies.
The remarks come after Shelley Fitzgerald, a longtime
counselor at Roncalli High School, was placed on paid leave
after the school says she violated her contract by being married
to a woman. Fitzgerald appeared on national television to
share her story.
“They told me if it stayed kind of quiet and it didn’t get
into the media and I didn’t let anybody know what was going on
that I could potentially keep my job for the rest of the year but

First Jefferson
Unitarian Universalist Church
Affirming the inherent worth and
dignity of all human beings.
Sunday Services at 11:00 a.m.
1959 Sandy Lane
Fort Worth, Texas 76112
817 - 451 - 1505
www.firstjefferson.org

“The taxpayer dollars go to parents not to schools,”
said Bob Behning, R-Indianapolis. “So, it’s really parents making decisions and not the government handing money over to
schools. I personally believe it’s probably more of an issue of
religious freedom rather than an issue of discrimination.”
FOX59 reached out to the Archdiocese of Indianapolis
about this. They sent us a statement, saying in part:
“Our Catholic schools are humbled to serve students of
diverse backgrounds and we welcome all students and families
who desire a quality Catholic education. We are inclusive of
students aligned to our mission, regardless of gender, race/
ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, socio-economic status,
and learning need.”
“Regarding potential changes in voucher legislation in
the future, we will continue to advocate for parental choice and
religious liberties to be upheld in ways that empower people to
make choices regarding their child’s education that are aligned
to their values and beliefs.”
https://cbs4indy.com/2018/10/02/state-superintendentcalls-for-changes-to-policies-at-schools-that-accept-vouchers/

PFLAGPOLE
Read the official newsletter
of PFLAG’s national organization on line at
http://community.pflag.org/PFLAGpole

In recognizing the humanity of
our fellow beings, we pay ourselves
the highest tribute.
- - - Thurgood Marshall
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Trump administration to diplomats’
same-sex partners: Marry or get out

India Supreme Court strikes “Sodomy” ban in
world’s most significant LGBTQ rights decision

Only 12 percent of U.N. member states recognize same-sex
marriages.
By Zack Ford, October 2, 2018
The Trump administration began denying visas to
same-sex partners of foreign diplomats and United Nations employees Monday, the latest chip at LGBTQ rights in the United
States.
The only way same-sex partners will be legally recognized and allowed to stay in the country moving forward is if the
couple is married, regardless of what the laws in their home
countries allow.
The move is a reversal of a 2009 State Department
directive that granted visas to the same-sex domestic partners
of foreign workers.
Couples will have only three months to make the decision to marry. After December 31, they will have to show proof
of marriage or leave the country within 30 days. “As of 1 October 2018, same-sex domestic partners… seeking to join newly
arrived U.N. officials must provide proof of marriage to eligible
for a G-4 visa or to seek a change in such status,” the new guidance states.
At least 10 U.N. employees are impacted by the
change, meaning they must marry in the coming months if they
want their partners to be able to stay with them.
The policy change purports “to help ensure and promote equal treatment” for all couples. However, because the
world does not treat all couples equally, the new directive means
the United States will essentially be punishing people based on
nationality. Only 12 percent of U.N. member countries — a total
of 25 countries — recognize marriage equality for same-sex
couples. In at least 70 others, homosexuality is criminalized.
“If that’s how you advance equality between same-sex
and opposite sex partners, then we have an enormous problem
on our hands,” said David Pressman, who served as the U.S.
ambassador to the U.N. Security Council for special political
affairs during the Obama administration. He went on to call it a
“creative and cynical way to use the expansion of equality at
home to vindictively target same-sex couples abroad.”
Samantha Power, a former U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations, called the change “needlessly cruel & bigoted.”
Needlessly cruel & bigoted: State Dept. will no longer
let same-sex domestic partners of UN employees get visas
unless they are married. But only 12% of UN member states
allow same-sex marriage. https://t.co/MjZpRVLYcf
— Samantha Power (@SamanthaJPower) September
28, 2018
The United States told foreign governments that
“limited exceptions” would be allowed for diplomats from countries that don’t have marriage equality, but no such exceptions
were offered to U.N. officials.
U.N. Globe, the U.N.’s LGBTI staff organization,
has condemned the decision.
“It is an unfortunate change in rules, since same-sex
couples, unlike opposite-sex couples, have limited choices when
it comes to marriage,” the group wrote last week, prior to the
policy change.

By Yuvraj Joshi, September 6, 2018
This post is part of Outward, Slate’s home for coverage of
LGBTQ life, thought, and culture. Read more here.
India’s Supreme Court ruled Thursday that the country’s
colonial-era law criminalizing same-sex relations is unconstitutional, paving the way for LGBTQ equality in India and beyond.
The ruling comes after years of both advances and setbacks for LGBTQ people in India. The country’s so-called sodomy law, Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code, punished
“carnal intercourse against the order of nature” with up to life in
prison. The Delhi High Court struck down that law in 2009, writing that it violated the fundamental rights to life, liberty, and
equality guaranteed by the Indian Constitution. The court noted
how criminalization of same-sex relations harms the lives of
LGBTQ people.
But just as Indian activists had earned a hard-fought victory, some individuals and religious groups appealed the verdict. A two-judge panel of the Indian Supreme Court overturned
the decision in 2013, ruling that amending the law was the responsibility of the legislature. The 2013 decision derided the
Delhi High Court for “overlook[ing] that a miniscule fraction of
the country’s population constitutes lesbians, gays, bisexuals or
transgenders and in [the] last more than 150 years less than
200 persons have been prosecuted.”
But on Thursday, a different five-judge constitutional bench
of the Indian Supreme Court unanimously overruled the 2013
decision. Chief Justice Dipak Misra explained that “the law had
become a weapon for harassment for the LGBT community,”
adding that “any discrimination on the basis of sexuality
amounts to a violation of fundamental rights.”
Spanning hundreds of pages and citing decisions from several countries, the Indian Supreme Court’s judgment is striking
for its emphasis on the value of “inclusiveness”—broader in
scope than the privacy-based arguments in earlier sodomy law
cases such as the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2003 decision in Lawrence v. Texas.
“The ideals and objectives enshrined in our benevolent
Constitution can be achieved only when each and every individual is empowered and enabled to participate in the social mainstream and in the journey towards achieving equality in all
spheres,” the Supreme Court of India stated. “This can be
achieved only by inclusion of all and exclusion of none from the
mainstream.”
“All human beings possess the equal right to be themselves instead of transitioning or conditioning themselves as per
the perceived dogmatic notions of a group of people,” it went
on. “Let us move from darkness to light, from bigotry to tolerance and from the winter of mere survival to the spring of
life―as the herald of a New India―to a more inclusive society.”
In other words, LGBTQ Indians need not retreat from public
life in order to be who they are, nor must they change who they
are to appear in public. They are a part of Indian social fabric.
It is difficult to overstate the significance of this opinion for
Indian and global LGBTQ rights. For India’s entire history since
its independence in 1947, Section 377 has reinforced the idea
that discrimination and mistreatment against LGBTQ people is
acceptable in Indian society. Thursday’s judgment makes clear

https://thinkprogress.org/same-sex-domestic-partners-of-foreignofficials-must-marry-8865ee4db218/?
link_id=8&can_id=75132c2b097f5dc5a4584d2a1c14b81d&source=email
-progressive-breakfast-share-the-wealth-we-can-start-now-hereshow&email_referrer=email_428085&email_subject=progressivebreakfast-share-the-wealth-we-can-start-now-heres-how

(Continued on page 5)
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Strict ID laws could disenfranchise
78,000 transgender voters, report says
Strict voter ID laws may present "substantial barriers" for transgender people who do not have identification that reflects their
preferred gender.
By Julie Moreau. August 17.2018
Oliver, now 22, headed to the polls for the very first
time in 2014. The Maryland resident said he was excited to cast
his ballot and perform his civic duty, but the excitement was
short-lived.
Oliver, who identifies as trans masculine, said he was
met with resistance when he presented his identification —
which is required of some first-time voters in Maryland — to a
poll worker in the “pretty liberal” suburb of Washington, D.C.
“This isn’t your ID,” the poll worker said, according to
Oliver. “It has an ‘F’ on it.”
While Oliver, who requested his surname not be published because he's not out as transgender to everyone, said
most people perceived him as male at the time, he had only
legally changed his name, not the gender marker on his identification, which he said is “a really expensive process.”
But despite this “misalignment,” as Oliver put it, having
a gender presentation that matches the gender marker on an ID
is not a legal requirement to vote in Maryland.
“I already knew I had the proper ID,” Oliver said. “They
were looking for an excuse to turn me down,” he claimed, “but I
had come prepared.”
Poll workers, he said, told him to “stand aside” while
they considered whether he would be permitted to vote. After
more than an hour, he was able to cast his ballot, but the experience, which he perceived as “complete bigotry,” was a
“humiliating” one.
As a result of that first voting experience, Oliver has
since decided to vote by absentee ballot. Going to the polls, he
said, is simply too “anxiety-provoking.”
Obstacles similar to those that Oliver faced may not be
uncommon for transgender voters — especially those who live
in states with strict voter ID laws. Less than 90 days ahead of
the midterm elections, a new report from the Williams Institute,
a think tank at UCLA School of Law, shines a spotlight on the
“substantial barriers” that trans voters may face.
Currently, 34 states have laws that require voters to
produce some form of ID to prove their identities at the polls. In
eight of these states — Alabama, Georgia, Indiana, Kansas,
Mississippi, Tennessee, Virginia and Wisconsin — laws require
a government-issued photo ID like a driver’s license or passport. According to the Williams Institute report, it is then up to
poll workers to determine “whether a voter’s identification accurately identifies the voter and matches the information listed in
the voter registration rolls.”
In these eight states alone, the Williams Institute estimates “about 78,000 voting-eligible transgender people may
face substantial barriers to voting at the polls and possible disenfranchisement in the November 2018 general election.”
This estimation is based in part on the 2015 U.S.
Transgender Survey, which found that only 11 percent of the
nearly 28,000 survey respondents reported that all of their IDs
and records listed both their preferred name and gender. By
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contrast, more than two-thirds (68 percent) of respondents said
they did not have a single piece of identification reflective of both
their preferred name and gender.
“Transgender people who have transitioned often face
substantial challenges to obtaining accurate identification,” said
lead author Jody L. Herman, a public policy scholar at the Williams Institute. “Requirements for updating the name and gender
on official IDs that could be used for voting vary widely by state
and federal agency, and the process can be difficult and expensive.”
The report found strict voter ID laws are most likely to
affect the most marginalized people within the transgender community, namely people of color, young adults, students, people
with low incomes and people with disabilities.
In states with strict voter ID requirements, government
election officials and poll workers will decide whether someone’s
ID passes muster. The report states that there is “no way to predict” how they will treat transgender voters if they present an ID
that does not accurately reflect their gender presentation,
though there is reason to believe these voters may encounter
prejudice.
According to the U.S. Transgender Survey, 32 percent
of trans respondents reported having negative experiences after
presenting an ID that did not match their gender presentation.
Respondents reported being verbally harassed (25 percent),
denied services or benefits (16 percent), asked to leave a venue
(9 percent), and assaulted or attacked (2 percent) after presenting an ID that did not match their gender presentation.
For the rest of the story: https://www.nbcnews.com/
feature/nbc-out/strict-id-laws-could-disenfranchise-78-000transgender-voters-report-n901696

Christian group marches in LGBT pride parade
in Philippines with ‘I’m sorry’ signs
By Aris Folley, July 2, 2018
Photos of a Christian group are going viral online after
they marched in an LGBT pride parade in the Philippines with
“I'm Sorry” signs over the weekend.
The group of Christians from the Church of Freedom in
Christ Ministries (FICM), a church based in Makati, Philippines,
reportedly stood outside Marikina Stadium, where the march
ended, holding signs apologizing for the harm inflicted on the
LGBT community by Christians over the years, BuzzFeed reported Monday.
Jamilah Salvador, a 19-year-old woman from Cainta,
shared a photo of the group on Twitter Saturday with the caption: “I literally cried when I saw this kanina. Imagine living in a
society with nothing but love and respect for each other.”
Salvador’s tweet has since garnered more than
119,000 likes and over 40,000 retweets in the past two days.
The woman told the publication that the demonstration
made her emotional, so she decided to share her photos of the
group with Twitter.
A pastor at FICM, Val Paminiano, told the outlet that
the church has been doing the "I'm Sorry" campaign for almost
four years.
"We are apologizing for the way Christians have hurt
the LGBT community, especially by using the Bible in condemn(Continued on page 5)
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Want more PFLAG time?
Join us for a
Food & Fun Confab
social meeting
at 6:30 pm on the third Tuesday of the
month at Shaw's Patio Bar & Grill, 1051 W
Magnolia Ave, Fort Worth, TX 76104.
The next event will be on October 16.

Reverend Shari Woodbury

(Continued from page 3)

that targeting sexual minorities under the law is illegitimate and unconstitutional. More than 1.3 billion Indians are closer to a legal
system where it is no longer illegal for them to be who they are.
And like India’s decolonization in 1947, this decision is likely to reverberate across South Asia and beyond. India’s Section 377
was the first colonial sodomy law included in a post-colonial penal code, and it became a model law for countries in Asia, the Pacific,
and Africa. For decades, LGBTQ activists in many of these countries have been fighting this colonial legacy. But the depiction of homosexuality and gender nonconformity as something “Western” has also long been an obstacle to LGBTQ equality in many countries.
Thursday’s ruling dismantles the argument that LGBTQ people and rights are “foreign.” If India can move past its colonial legacy and
treat its LGBTQ citizens with respect and dignity, why not other countries?
High-court rulings are seldom a panacea for societal discrimination, in India or elsewhere. Despite the Supreme Court of India’s
ruling that transgender people have the right to self-identify as male, female, or third gender—and are entitled to benefit from affirmative action—a draft bill on transgender rights has lagged in Parliament. A 2017 report documented how police use vague laws to arrest and harass India’s sexual and gender minorities, with people living in poverty being most vulnerable to abuse. It is clear that a
range of concrete steps, from police and legal services reforms to laws actively protecting LGBTQ people from discrimination, will be
needed before LGBTQ Indians are not only equal, but can live equally.
Yet Thursday’s judgment marks a long-awaited hard-fought step toward LGTBQ equality under law
https://slate.com/human-interest/2018/09/india-supreme-court-sodomy-ban-lgbtq.html
(Continued from page 4)

ing and judging them," Paminiano said.
"I used to believe that God condemns homosexuals, but when I studied the scriptures, especially the ones that we call
'clobber scriptures' that are being cherry-picked from the Bible to condemn LGBT people, I realized that there's a lot to discover, including the truth that God is not against anyone," Paminiano said. "God does not discriminate against people based on gender."
"We pray that more and more Christians will act, speak, and love the LGBT people like Jesus would," he added.
http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/395169-christian-group-marches-in-lgbt-pride-parade-in-philippines
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